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LIVE
MUSIC

Eatery . Lounge . Music House

SATURDAY • DEC. 2
Trevor Moore 1-4pm
Francesca Brown 6-9pm
DJ Billy 10pm-1am
SUNDAY • DEC. 3
Michael Britton 6-9pm

WEDNESDAY • NOV. 29
Harpist- Christian 6-9pm
THURSDAY • NOV. 30
Don & Mikele 6-8pm
Outlaw Country DJ  
    9pm-12am
FRIDAY • DEC. 1
Terry Jo 6-9pm
Cole Withers 10pm-1am

& UGLY
SWEATERS
CHRISTMAS UGLY 
SWEATER CONTEST
FRIDAY, DEC. 22ND  

MUSIC  
ALL NIGHT LONG

 The U. S. Forest Service has sched-
uled its four bald-eagle counts for this 
winter, all counts being on Saturday 
mornings. The counts will be Dec. 9, Jan. 
13, Feb. 10 and March 10.
 Migrating eagles typically begin ar-
riving in the area in late November and 
leave in late March or early April. During 
the winter, Southern California bald ea-
gles are typically found at many of the 
lakes, including Big Bear Lake, Bald-
win Lake, Silverwood Lake, Lake Ar-
rowhead, Green Valley Lake, Grass Val-
ley Lake, Prado Dam, Lake Perris, Lake 
Hemet, Lake Skinner, Diamond Valley 
Lake, Lake Matthews and the Salton 
Sea.
 The Forest Service stresses that no 
experience is necessary to be a volunteer. 
Signing up ahead of time is not required 
either. Volunteers can just show up at 
the designated time and location. Dress 
should be warm to accommodate morn-
ing temperatures, and binoculars and a 

watch are helpful.  
 Brief orientations are conducted prior 
to the count so volunteers know where to 
go and what to do.
 Through radio-tracking of the bald 
eagles, biologists learned that some of 
the same individual eagles migrate year 
after year to the San Bernardino Moun-
tains from Montana, Wyoming, Idaho 
and Canada. Some of the San Bernardi-
no Mountains’ eagles were tracked all the 
way to Alberta and the Northwest Ter-
ritories in Canada — that is about 2,000 
miles one-way, according to Ann Bowers, 
the San Jacinto Ranger District biologist.
 “Breeding populations of bald eagles 
in Southern California were wiped out 
in the late 1950s. Since 2003, several 
pairs of bald eagles have decided that our 
southern California neighborhoods were 
too nice to leave — they built nests and 
have successfully raised families. Nest-
ing bald eagles are now found at Lake 
Hemet, Lake Skinner, Lake Matthews, 

and Big Bear Lake,” Bowers wrote in an 
email. 
 “K-02, a female eagle hatched at San 
Francisco Zoo in 2000, was released on 
Catalina Island as part of reintroduc-
tion efforts. In 2004, she arrived at Lake 
Hemet, [taking] up year-round resi-
dence with the male bald eagle that was 
already there,” Bowers wrote. The pair 
hatched and raised eaglet chicks for 
years.
 During the 2014-15 nesting season, 
Forest Service staff at San Jacinto Rang-
er District noted that K-02 had not been 
sighted since March 2014. In December 
of 2014, two bald eagles were observed at 
Lake Hemet, neither one bearing tags.
 In April 2015, K-02 was spotted flying 
over Lake Palmdale, confirming that the 
two eagles now residing at Lake Hemet 
were likely to be a new male and female 
pair.  Although the new pair of eagles 
exhibited breeding behavior, such as in-
cubating the nest, no offspring were ob-

served until the 2015-16 nesting season. 
The parents successfully fledged their 
first chick, according to Bowers.
 As bald eagles raise families in South-
ern California, it is now possible to see 
bald eagles year-round (not just during 
winter migrations). Because of the influx 
of migrating bald eagles during the win-
ter, the easiest time to see eagles is still 
between December and March.
 The bald eagle count is a wonder-
ful opportunity to catch a glimpse of the 
breath-taking national symbol.
 The local count will be at Lake Hemet. 
Volunteers should plan to meet at the 
Lake Hemet Market at 8:30 a.m. Satur-
day, Dec. 9, for orientation. Contact Bow-
ers (annbowers@fs.fed.us or 909-382-
2935) for more information. 
 Other counts that day within the 
SBNF will be at Big Bear Lake, Lake Ar-
rowhead and Lake Gregory, Silverwood 
Lake State Recreation Area and Lake 
Perris State Recreation Area.

Bald eagle counts start next weekend

Art Alliance of 
Idyllwild hosts 
winter events

General public 
invited

 This winter, the Art Al-
liance of Idyllwild will host 
several premier art events 
showcasing original piec-
es acquirable directly from 
local artists plus opportu-
nities to see “art in action.”
 The Winter Solstice Art 
Show features more than 
100 unique holiday gifts, 
including jewelry, ceram-
ics, paintings, mixed me-
dia, photographs, wear-
able art and many other 
artisan-crafted pieces. It 
includes music and artist 
demonstrations.
 This one-day, judged, 
optional “Winter” themed 
Art Show begins at noon 
Saturday, Dec. 16, and is 
followed by an artist re-
ception from 5:30 to 8 p.m. 
that is open to all with wine 
and nibbles at Town Hall.
 The Artistry of Words 
from 6 to 9 p.m. Saturday, 
Jan. 20, 2018. This unique 
charity event will pair 
painters with poets to cel-
ebrate the creation of a sig-
nature painting coupled 
with an inspiring poem. 
This poetic painting event 
will culminate with the 
paintings’ unveiling and a 
reading by each respective 
poet. 
 Both pieces will be 
available for a donation. 
Artists, painters, poets 
and songwriters interest-
ed in participating should 
email artinidyllwild@
gmail.com. Bring your fa-
vorite potluck dish to the 
Town Hall for this special 

community social gather-
ing. Vote for your favorite 
team and the winners will 
receive a “People’s Choice” 
award.
 It was inevitable 
that the Deer Sightings, 
Idyllwild’s colorful herd of 
21 painted deer, is to ex-
pand. If your organization 
or company would like to 
be placed on the “map,” 
the AAI is seeking site 
sponsors, deer sponsors 
and volunteer artists. The 
project will kick off during 
January and culminate 
with the debut of the new 
painted deer at the AAI’s 
Summer Solstice Art 
Show on June 16. Express 
your interest by contacting 
artinidyllwild@gmail.com.
 The Under $100 Art 
Show is Saturday, Feb. 
10. In its fourth year, this 
popular event presents an 
opportunity to acquire an 
original piece of art in time 
for Valentine’s Day.  
 AAI’s annual Member 
Meeting is from 6 to 9 p.m. 
Saturday, Feb. 17. AAI in-
vites the local community 
to join in the planning of 
its events, community art 
projects and particular-
ly the next Art Walk and 
Wine Tasting. Take this 
opportunity to make sug-
gestions and help guide 
the direction of this com-
munity-based organiza-
tion. Refreshments will be 
served. The venue is still 
not decided.
 To find out more in-
formation on these, other 
AAI events and AAI mem-
bership visit www.arti-
nidyllwild.org.

Laree Gibson (left) and Sandii 
Castleberry perform at Middle 
Ridge Winery Tasting Gallery 

Saturday after the annual Tree 
Lighting Ceremony finished. 

Castleberry emceed the 
ceremony.
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Below: Many patrons at  
Idyll Awhile enjoyed dancing 

after the Tree Lighting  
Ceremony ended.  
PHOTO BY PETER SZABADI

Tara Rose Davidson entertained patrons at Café Aroma 
Saturday afternoon before the Tree Lighting Ceremony.
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Cole 
Withers 
brings 

in some 
tunes at 
Idyology 
Sunday 

evening.
PHOTO 

BY JENNY 
KIRCHNER

Freedom from smoking clinic
 The Hemet Unified School District is sponsoring a 
clinic to help attendees quit smoking at the Idyllwild 
Yoga Studio, 54445 North Circle Drive.
 For questions about this free clinic, contact Valerie 
Velez at 951-765-5100, ext. 3509, or vvelez@hemetusd.
org.


